Kelly's Montessori Limited
"The best possible start!”

A VERY WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the March edition of our monthly newsletter. We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Ben
in Class 2 on becoming a big brother to baby Cooper, comhghairdeas. We will be celebrating Pancake Tuesday on 1st
March and World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March. We will be closed for St. Patrick’s Day 17th March, Friday 18th
March and also Monday 21st March 2022. Mother’s Day is on the 27th March and the children will be celebrating this
very special day by making personalised gifts for their beloved mammies! We will be running two Easter Camps during
the Easter Holidays - Week 1 11th-15th April and Week 2 19th-22nd April — further details and Booking Form will be in
next month’s Newsletter.

It is heartbreaking watching the news seeing what is happening in
School Ukraine and your children may be asking you questions...here is

c. L;j. ﬁ some guidance from Barnardos, which may be of help:
-

Just a reminder of the different clubs that Talking to Children About War

are aVallable to our mornlng Classes’ WhICh With news of the war in Ukraine dominating headlines, social media platforms and
conversations across the country, many children in early learning and care and school
are an idea| way for fu rthering ch”dren’s age childcare settings will have been exposed to information about the conftict
) . . . Children do not always talk about what is worrying them but they may be trying to make
SOCIal Skl”S, |n a fun enVIrOﬂment. sense of this information by themselves and, in the absence of factual information,

imagining situations to be far worse than they are. Every child is different, however, and
while some might be feeling scared, others may not be worried at all

H H Below are some strategies for talking to children about the current situation that will
Morning Clubs Monday — Friday idabiegingtisie)
ClaSS 1 8.30 am — 9.15 am Keep calm. Check in with yourself and how are you currently feeling. When you are

feeling anxious, children can notice this and begin to feel stressed too. If needed, take
Class 2 8.30am-9.30am some time to catm

Talk to children. We instinctively want to protect children from things that might frighten
them; however not talking about something can make children more scared. If children

f I b d -d are already talking about the war, encourage them to tell you what they have heard and
Afternoon Clubs Monday — Friday ask them how they are feeling. f children are showing no interest, leave them be
Class 1 12.15 pm — 1.15 pm Answer questions. Answer children’s questions in language they will understand with o
level of information appropriate to their age. Avoid sharing too much information as this
Class 2 12.30 pm — 1.30 pm ::(m be overwhelming. If you do not have all the answers, that is ok. Tell the child you will
et them know when you know.

Create a safe environment. Children need to feel safe and secure. Limit children’s
exposure to news reports and discuss your own worries outside of children's earshot

Monday - LegO Reassure them. Young children often personalise situations and may perceive the danger
. to be closer to home. Let them know that although war is very serious, they do not need
Tuesday - SCIence to worry about it happening in their neighbourhood. Tell them you understand how they
. are feeling and reassure them that they are safe and that you are there to take care of
Wednesday —BuntGS/Keep F't them. It is important, however, to be realistic and not to promise that no one will get hurt
Help children find ways fo express themselves. Some children may not be able to talk
ThurSday Arts & Crafts about their thoughts or feelings but can be supported to make sense of the world through
. play.
Friday — Free Play : =
Do something positive. Encourage children to engage in activities where they can feel
SChOOl Tracksuits (€30) and Hoodies (€15) helpful such as drawing pictures to send to children who are living in affected areas
. . Avoid stereotyping groups of people by nationality and challenge hateful talk
are available to purchase (subject to Partner with parents. Share information on the discussions children are having at home

and in the setting or any fears or concerns the child may have.

availability). Should you require any
. . Children who have experienced trauma or loss may be particularly vulnerable
fu rther |nf0rmat|0n on any Of the abOVe to news of war and conflict and may need extra support. Children with

. relatives in the regions impacted by conflict will also need special attention.
clubs and/or wish to purchase
tracksuits/hoodies, please speak to a T Yeeoo Barnaribs
member of staff.

Why Playing with Water is Good for Children?
Water play promotes learning in all the developmental areas. It promotes physical development with children using
gross motor skills to fill/carry/empty buckets of water and aids eye and hand coordination through pouring/stirring.
Water play teaches mathematical and science concepts by encouraging children to investigate, experiment, construct
and problem solve. Children will begin to learn concepts such as more/less, empty/full, same/different. Water play
encourages social skills and cooperation and nurtures creativity. Yes most of the time during water play your child’s
clothes will get wet but look at all the learning and fun that is taking place by just playing with water!

Along with following the children’s emergent interests, our themes for the month of March will include:
Europe St Patrick’s Day
Mary Poppins Fun Themed Week




